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ARCHAEOLOGY SAVES THE WORLD (OR AT LEAST TRIES)

In 2010, Brown University and the Joukowsky Institute
for Archaeology became involved in a new and exciting
global initiative, Partners for a New Beginning (or PNB

New ways to think through these problems, and better
ways to teach people about the importance of the past
are needed. Heritage as Bridge is, in the first instance,

for short). PNB is an alliance to
foster public-private partnerships
committed to broadening and
deepening engagement between
the United States and local
communities abroad; the program
stems from President Obama’s
heralded 2009 speech in Cairo
(Egypt), outlining a vision for a
‘New Beginning’ based on mutual
interests and respect. Key to

the enterprise are partnerships
revolving around education,
exchange, and entrepreneurship.

President Ruth Simmons was

targeting the development of
web-based educational materials
for teaching cultural heritage

in Turkey (and teaching about
Turkish heritage in other countries).
We are also exploring the
advantages of improved IT access
in archaeological sites, to achieve
both educational and economic
benefits. Wireless connectivity
can enable everything from an
improved and more compelling
touristic experience (for foreign
and domestic visitors alike) to

the e-tailing of souvenirs and
other services, encouraging new

named as one of the twelve
members (and the only academic member) of the PNB
Steering Committee, which is chaired by former Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright. Thus began Brown’s
involvement with PNB, one important dimension of which is
‘Heritage as Bridge’ (or HaB).

Heritage as Bridge seeks to foster conversation and
collaboration between the United States and the Republic
of Turkey around issues of cultural heritage. We are
particularly concerned with leveraging the enormous
appeal of archaeological sites, which serve both as
extraordinary places for teaching and learning and

as powerful economic catalysts for local sustainable
development. This intersection, of the educational and the
economic, creates the space in which Heritage as Bridge
operates.

Several factors led to this project’s conception. First would
be the recognition that global heritage and tourism is
today a billion dollar business, and plays a significant
role in the national economies of many countries. Yet as
tourism increases, visitor numbers rise and more and more
pressure is placed on often fragile (and non-renewable)
archaeological sites. Meanwhile, local communities are
frequently excluded from both the educational and the
economic benefits of the treasures located literally in their
own back yard.

forms of local entrepreneurship.
Positive results would also include expanded IT training in
communities, especially among younger generations.

Brown University, working in close cooperation with Kog
University in Turkey, is evolving specific projects to move
forward on these plans. In April 2011, a successful
meeting with numerous stakeholders was held in New York,

sponsored by the
Rockefeller Brothers
Fund, and a strategic
workshop is planned,
in Istanbul, for the fall
of 2011.
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BROWN ARCHAEOLOGY IN EGYPT, 2011 NEW DOCTOR OF ARCHAEOLOGY CORE FACULTY AND
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LEARNING TO THINK LIKE AN ARCHAEOLOGIST

The Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology has partnered with
Brown University’s Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology

a survey area (many new survey archaeologists have been
recruited during this sessionl). The third session is a “dig”,

and the Rhode Island School of Design’s
Museum of Art to pilot a 5-session program
that teaches sixth-graders how to “Think Like
an Archaeologist”.  In 2010-2011, graduate
students and staff of the three partner
organizations worked together to visit every
sixth grade social studies class at Providence’s
Nathan

in which students find artifacts from a
Native American weetu house by digging
through boxes arranged in a grid — and,
crucially, charting their finds. Students
are “in the lab” for the last classroom
session, examining the artifacts they have
found and carefully piecing them back
together. The final session of the program

Bishop Middle
School — teaching nearly
200 students about how
archaeologists use the
evidence they find to learn
about the cultures of the
past.

The classroom sessions are designed to take students through
some of the most important aspects of an archaeologist’s
job -- from the field, to the lab, to the museum. In the first
session, the visiting teachers ask groups of students to
analyze two “artifacts”, to imagine what they may have
been, and to use the objects to learn something about the
cultures that created them. The next session introduces
students to stratigraphy, by examining piles of dirty laundry,
and field survey, using candy to signify objects scattered in

brings students to the Haffenreffer and
RISD Museums, where they think about where the objects on
display came from, what they can learn from them, and the
ethics of taking objects out of their original contexts.

Chris Audette, one of Nathan Bishop’s social studies teachers,
remarked that the program “has given us the tools to bring
our curriculum to life” and “sparked a new-found interest in
archaeology at our school.” The guest teachers who have
visited confirm that the students
treat the archaeologists as

a cross between rock stars

and treasure hunters — which
may be further proof that the
students’ critical thinking skills
and perceptivity have clearly
benefited from the program!
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